Gynaecologists' view on diagnostic delay and care performance in endometriosis in the Netherlands.
To evaluate implementation of the key recommendations of the European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology (ESHRE) guidelines on endometriosis, and to assess factors influencing diagnostic delay of endometriosis from Dutch gynaecologists' point of view. Questionnaire study among gynaecologists from all hospitals in the Netherlands. The questionnaire consisted of 56 questions relating to implementation of the ESHRE guidelines, organization of endometriosis care and diagnostic delay. Gynaecologists from 67 out of 85 hospitals completed the questionnaire. A total of 99-100% of respondents agree with, and 91-100% adhere to, the diagnosis-related recommendations in the guidelines. Diagnostic delay is estimated at 42 months. Main factors contributing to diagnostic delay according to gynaecologists are lack of knowledge and awareness of endometriosis in both patients and medical professionals, as well as limitations in diagnostics and late referral. Suggested interventions to reduce diagnostic delay are aimed at improving knowledge and awareness in both patients and medical professionals, as well as improving collaborations between medical professionals. Overall familiarity with, and use of, the 2014 ESHRE guidelines among Dutch gynaecologists is high. Dutch gynaecologists agree with the recommendations relating to diagnosis and adhere to them closely. Diagnostic delay, however, is still considerable; therefore, efforts to reduce diagnostic delay of endometriosis should be aimed at improving knowledge and awareness in both patients and medical professionals, as well as improving collaboration.